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Abstract

Research on the Issues of Writer Contract
- Focusing on the Standard Contracts in Publishing, Comics,

Performing Arts and Film Industry -

Lee, Chul Nam

Writers such as novelists, playwrights, broadcast writers make various writer
agreements with producers. The issue of unfair writer contracts have been
consistently raised, due to the power imbalance between writers and producers
in Korea, Recently, the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism is preparing
a standard writer contract to be used in broadcasting industry. It will be
meaningful to review and analyze the standard contracts used in publishing,
comics, performing arts, film, etc. In particular, screen writer contract is
important in the aspects that both films and broadcasting programs are
audiovidual works and they are closely intertwined in the secondary market,

The issues regarding writer contracts can be categorized into parties, rights
and duties, payments, period and so on. The Issues regarding parties include
deciding authorship in the meaning of copyright act and co-author among
those involved in the creation of the work, The duties of writers include
licensing or transferring of copyright. Sometimes there are some problems in
distinguishing between license and transfer of copyright, and in determining
the boundaries of license or transfer. The protection of moral rights is also
important, The payment issues include how to calculate the price and submit
the data for the calculation, There are other issues in writer contract(s), such
as period, third-party rights violations, and so on.

When preparing the standard writer contracts, we need to take a few things
into consideration, First, production and distribution system of the broadcasting
program(s) is much different from those in publishing, comics, performing
arts and film industry, Next, the latest content creation and distribution are
much based on digital network technology. Last, but not least, it is also

important to think of ways of applying the standard contract in practice,
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